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The mission of the Vermont Fish 
& Wildlife Department is the 

conservation of our fish, wildlife, 
plants and their habitats for the 

people of Vermont 



Black Bears are an Umbrella Species





• Long lived

• Intelligent

• Powerful sense of smell

• Opportunistic omnivore

Get to Know 
Black Bears









Bear F52 
7-year-old adult sow – no young
October 24, 2019 – November 15, 2019
Fall 2019 = Good Beechnut Crop
Journeyed over 65 miles



Bear F52 
6-year-old adult sow with 1-2 cubs
September 15, 2018 – November 3, 2018
Journeyed over 75 miles
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“I shouldn’t, but I’m going to have the garbage.”
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Annual Human-Bear Conflicts & 
Non-hunting Bear Mortalities

Average = 253
Average = 119

Average = 908
Average = 162

Note: Reporting rate is a 
contributing factor to this increase.
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What is driving human-bear conflicts?

1. The Number of Bears

Note: The size of VT’s bear population is a 
contributing factor, but we have lived with 
this many bears in the past.



1989

What is driving human-bear conflicts?

2. The Distribution of Bears

Note: Many Vermonter’s are new 
to living in bear country.



What is driving human-bear conflicts?
3. Bear Behavior

Every Meal Is A Learning Experience!

o Lack of natural foods

oCuriosity to discover new foods

o Food conditioning
o reliance on human foods

oHabituation
o lack of wariness around people



Garbage
45%

Birdfeeder
15%

Compost 
10%

Chickens
13%

Beehives
7%

Livestock
6%

Crop
4%

What is driving human-bear conflicts?

4. Easy Access to Human Foods

Human Foods Involved in Human-Bear Conflicts, 2011-2022



Note: Most bear incidents are seemingly benign, but when allowed to fester some will escalate. We (all Vermonters) need to 
do more to intervene early.



What Can We Do?

• Manage the number of bears – VT’s bear hunting season is 
maintaining a stable bear population and that is the goal.

• Try to manage bear behavior – the abundance of positive food 
rewards outweigh our ability to apply meaningful negative experiences.

• Change people behavior – the most effective solution is to make 
human foods unavailable.





Stowe Reported Bear Incidents = 
233
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Garbage
45%

Birdfeeder
15%

Compost 
10%

Chickens
13%

Beehives
7%

Livestock
6%

Crop
4%

Vermont, 2011-2022
Stowe, 2011-2022

Garbage
60%

Birdfeeder
9%

Compost 
11%

Chickens
7%

Beehives
2%

Crop
2%

Sighting
9%

Livestock, 0%



Birdfeeders – the gateway drug!





Don’t Feed Birds When 
Bears Are Active!

• Attract Birds with Native Plants Instead! 

• Audubon’s Native Plants for Birds Program

https://www.audubon.org/native-plants



Don’t Trash Vermont’s Bears!



Odor Control & 
Secure Storage

o Secure Storage is Key!

o Store in building

o Store in bear resistant 
containers

o Odor Control

o Frequent trips to transfer 
station

o Freeze smelly food scraps

o Ammonia



Insist on Bear 
Proof Dumpsters



Composting in Bear Country

Proper Compost Recipe:

• 3 Parts Brown Materials

• Leaves, paper, sawdust/wood chips, hay, etc.

• 1 Part Green Materials

• kitchen scraps, grass, etc.

• No Meat & Dairy

Odor Control & Secure Storage



Protect Bees, Chickens 
and Bears with a Zap!



Securing Garbage is Effective 
at Reducing Bear Conflicts

When ~60% of residents use Bear Resistant 
garbage storage conflicts drop significantly



For More 
Information

www.vtfishandwildlife.com

www.BearWise.org



“People … must accept that they are participants in the 
natural world, not mere observers.”
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